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ABSTRACT 

Libraries have the responsibility to reclaim their local history and local heritage products and to properly protect 

them. This study is heavily used and provides a means of preserving weak books, local history and local heritage 

books. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to find out the necessity of library materials and methods of preserve 

them. Identification of the library materials and the principles of handling them in a whole perspective. It is 

noteworthy that there is no need to change the terms and conditions. A community organization that is responsible 

for feeding people without any discrimination. So the librarian needs to know the terms of the collapse of library 

materials and their safety. In addition to a few libraries, Paper-based reading materials, books, seasonal magazines, 

paintings, drawings, maps etc. The books are used in materials such as cloth, leather, thread, ink, resin, etc. are some 

of the organisms. These libraries are highly organic and are easily susceptible to natural degradation and 

degradation. So it is necessary to protect the library items from such organisms. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In the libraries, the valuable tradition of men’s culture, ideas, thoughts and achievements are the 

source of human development. Past posts are vital for the present generation and the upcoming 

generation. The loss of library items, such as records, is irreplaceable. Hence the preservation of 

these intellectual libraries is not just an educational obligation but a moral responsibility for the 

librarians. Not only that, the spread of information is possible only if the library reading 

materials are good for all time. Librarians who are tasked with protecting such items need to 

know the deterioration of information and their security systems. 

  

The libraries resources, including books, seasonal magazines, newspapers, technical information, 

manuscripts, maps, leaflets and printings, are available to users at all times without any change. 

Unfortunately, most of these are highly susceptible to acidity, fungi, insects, darkness, light, heat, 

humidity, war and fools. 

  

This study finds the current structure of the libraries, the activities and safety practices that take 

place, and provides specific guidance for security. It cites activities that should be taken to 

facilitate such activities. The protection of library materials is to maintain and preserve every 
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aspect of the library in its contents. Library security as well as administrative, financial and staff 

are among the ideas. Carefully handling and providing a sympathetic environment can slowly 

take action on the collapse of library items. 

 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

The preservation of documents to her is a major function of an educational institution library. 

The collapse of the library items mainly depends on the climate of the place where the college is 

set up. This study is based on college libraries in Tamil Nadu. This research has been made to 

mark the techniques for the library's security. The way in which the libraries are in line with the 

appropriate security system is a way to reduce all obstacles. The study also shows a new path to 

the safety of college libraries. 

 Inquire about the safety and preservation procedures in use in college libraries. 

 Identify the principles of preservation for college libraries 

 Finding the degradation of reading materials in the college library 

 Investigate the experiences of degrading of college libraries. 

 Find the obstacles to the useful preservation of library reading materials and their 

solutions. 

 The college libraries are investigating various activities to protect the library materials. 

 Find clear details about book restoration of college libraries. 

 Explore the nature, properties and their changes of reading materials in college libraries. 

 Inquire about the dangers related to library materials. 

 Find environmental factors that damage the library's materials. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

The libraries are referred to as "the science of documentation", "the repository of civilization". 

The main work documents of such libraries are to collect the necessary documents from the 

collected and collected documents. Documents in college libraries are mostly paper based items. 

All of these things are degradation very quickly. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to find 

the appropriate safety method for college libraries. Furthermore, this paper explains the 

importance of protecting the security of libraries and librarians and librarians to protect them. 

The librarian helps make quick steps to keep the existing information available to the future 

generation and to reduce the distortion of the books. It creates awareness about the necessity of 

preservation of library materials. 

 

LITERATURE OR REVIEW 

The study of literature is an important aspect of research. It provides the most sensitive 

perception for the study of the topic of the selected topic. Furthermore, the researcher has been 

able to identify the gaps in the outcomes of research and help it to be corrected. 
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 Onyemaizu O. Christopher (2016). Preservation and Conservation of Information 

Resources in the Nigerian Library: concepts and Challenges. International Journal of 

Innovative and Applied Research, 4(3), 44- 49. study conducted on preservation and 

conservation of information resources in the Nigerian library: physical or chemical makeup, 

while preservation explains all the managerial and financial considerations including storage and 

accommodation provisions, staffing levels, policies, techniques, and methods involved in 

preserving library and archival materials and the information contained in them; agents of 

deterioration of information resources in libraries are humidity, disasters, light, water among 

others, while repairs, fumigation, proper storage, air conditions. 

 

 Dashrath Patidar, Ashish Soni (2016). Indigenous material of preserving 

manuscripts in library. International Journal of Research in Library Science, 2(2), 183-

187. Investigated conducted to study of the manuscripts collection are important to the human 

society, researcher, scholar can measure the value of valuable collection, which they are able to 

access them. Highlight different types of indigenous material to preserving the manuscripts. 

 

 Adekannbi, J. O., & Wahab, F. W. (2015). Comparative Analysis of the 

Preservation and Conservation Techniques of Selected Special and Academic Libraries in 

Nigeria. Library Philosophy & Practice, 1-32. investigated conducted to study of the 

conservation and preservation strategies of academic and special libraries in Nigeria. discussed 

include the importance of library materials as sources of information, the different implications 

of conservation and preservation strategies for library materials, 

 

 Sarika Sawant (2014). A study on Preservation and conservation practices in 

academic libraries in Mumbai. Annals of Library and Information Studies. 61, 153- 159. 

Study conducted on survey using a structured questionnaire was conducted to study on 

preservation and conservation practices in academic libraries in Mumbai. the study reveals that 

there was no written policy on preservation and conservation in nearly all libraries. In addition 

lack of written preservation policy, lack of trained manpower and lack of funding were the main 

constraints to preservation and conservation practices. 

 

 Saima Qutab, Rubina Bhatti, & Farasat Shafi Ullah, (2014). An Investigation of 

Conservation & Preservation Practices of Intellectual Heritage in Pakistan. IFLA PAC, 

Geneva, 13-14 examined the study is aimed to investigate the conservation, restoration and 

preservation state of manuscripts in Pakistan. The study was conducted on 13 selective 

institutions of Pakistan, holding MS collections. Through interviews and documentary research 

the conservation and preservation situations were inquired. 

 

 According to Madu, C. (2004) Technology for Information Management and service 

– Ibadan: Evil coleman. Libraries help to preserve for those who follow us our thoughts 
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intellectual and historic records. It is very necessary for libraries to do everything they could do 

to avoid disaster by planning ahead of time, effort and resources  

 

METHODOLOGY 

This study carried out a clear study of research design. Later the library was built to protect the 

information resources. The questions were given to the librarians of the Educational Institutions 

in Thanjavur district. The study included arts and science colleges, engineering colleges and 

polytechnic colleges. 

 

DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSIONS  

 

Table 1: Gender giving out of Respondents 

Sex   Frequency  Percentage (%) 

Male  33 66 

Female  17 34 

 50  100 

  

Table 1 state that 66% of respondents are male and 34% are women. It is clear that the male 

librarian is more likely to work in college libraries than women. 

 

Table 2: Age Distribution of Respondents 

Age  Frequency  Percentages 

31-40 Years  15 30 

41-50 years  24  48 

51-60 years  11  22 

 50  100 

 

Table 2 shows 30 percent of people aged 31-40, 48 percent between 41-50 years and 22 percent 

by age 51-60. According to this, college libraries prove to be middle-aged librarians. 

 

Table 3: Educational Qualification of Respondents 

Qualification  Frequency  Percentage 

BLIS.  15  30 

MLIS, M.Phil.. 18  36 

PhD. 12  24 

Others  05 10 

 50  100 
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Table 3, 30 percent of the BLIS. qualification, MLIS., M.Phil., 36 percent of the eligibility, 

Ph.D., 24 percent in qualification and 10 percent are graduates.  So you know the professional 

librarians who have a library-based degree in college. 

 

Table 4: Job Status 

Job Status  Frequency  Percentage 

Library Assistant  08 16 

Library Officer  07  14 

Librarian  23  46 

Asst.  Librarian  12 24 

 50  100 

 

The library assistants and librarians are the majority of respondents, as 70% shown in the data in 

the table. Others are library officers 14%, librarian assistants 16%. 

 

Table 5: Years of Experience 

Years of Experience  Frequency  Percentage 

1-5 Years  6  12 

6-10 years  15  30 

11-15 years  2  4 

16-20 years  14  28 

21 years and above  13  26 

 50  100 

 

Table 5 indicates the years of experience of respondents as 1-5 years 6(12%), 6-10 years 15 

(30%), 11-15 years 2(4%), 16-20 years 14 (28%), 21 years and above 13 (26%). The data shows 

that the majority of respondents are not old in the service because their years of experiences 

ranges between 6-10years and 16-21 and above, which is an indication that they still have more 

years to practice and improve on their productivity. 

 

Table 6: Preservation and Conservation techniques that are enhanced in college 

libraries 

Print Materials 

Arts & 

Science 

colleges 

Engineering 

Colleges 

Poly technique 

colleges 
Total 

Books Binding 1 4.5% 20 90.9 % 1 4.5% 22 

Fire control 

equipment 
2 10 % 14 70 % 4 20% 20 

Cooling equipment 

facilities 
- - - -    
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Photocopying 3 33.3 % 4 44.4 % 2 22.2 % 9 

Security required for 

the library 
7 17.9 % 20 51.2% 12 30.7 % 39 

Use of Pesticide - - - - - - - 

Dust removal and 

cleaning.  
5 15.1 % 17 51.5% 11 33.3% 33 

 

Table 6 refers to the processing and preservation techniques used in college libraries. Out of 

these, 39% had the necessary security facilities for the library, 33% for dust removal and 

cleaning, 22% of bond books and 20% of firefighting equipment. It seems that none of the 

pesticides and cooling equipment facilities have been done as a technique 

 

Table 7: Preservation and Conservation procedure 

Policy Statement Yes No 

Does your library have policies for 

security? 

47  94%  3  6% 

Have security policies written?  40 80% 10  20% 

Was all those security policies 

accepted? 

41  82% 9  18% 

Does your policy help library 

security? 

44  88%  6  12% 

Does the policy address disaster?  20  40%  30  60% 

 

Table 7 identifies the principles of security used in college libraries. Accordingly, the college 

libraries have both preservation and conservation policies, It is understood that they are written 

and that the policies are being carried out in the libraries to protect the printed materials. 

 

Table 8: The amount of degradation of college library materials 

Print Materials 

Arts & 

Science 

colleges 

Engineering 

Colleges 

Poly technique 

colleges 
Total 

Theft and 

inflammation of the 

library materials 

8 20 19 48.8 12 30.7 39 

Decrease in paper 

products 
9 19.5 21 45.6 16 34.7 46 

Broken spine of 

print materials  
9 25 16 44.4 11 30.5 36 

Destruction of 

printed materials. 
7 23.3 11 36.6 12 40 30 
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Table 8 shows the amount of degradation of information commodities. 48 people have responded 

to the decline in the contents of the table. 30 people have responded to the destruction of printed 

goods, 39 and theft and debris. The college libraries have also pointed out that the decline in the 

materials of the library is due to the poor quality of paper based materials.  

 

Table 9: Factors that prevent the protection of library materials 

Factors 
Arts & Science 

colleges 

Engineering 

Colleges 

Poly technique 

colleges 
Total 

Enough fiscal 

deficit 

3  7.5 20  50  17  42.5 40 

Lack of library 

infrastructure  

5  20  3  12  16  64  25 

Unqualified 

employees 

7  18.9  16 43.2  17  45.9  37 

Lack of 

preservation 

policy  

8  17.3  21  45.6  17  36.9  46 

 

Table 9, The absence of policies for storage and preservation shows that the first barrier to 

preservation of library materials is the lack of adequate funding and the unqualified employees 

are factors that affect library security. 

 

Table 10: Strategies for Improving Preservation and Conservation of Print Materials 

Strategies 
Arts & Science 

colleges 

Engineering 

Colleges 

Poly technique 

colleges 

Tot

al 

Enhancing 

human energy 

10  22.9 20  44.4  15  33.3  45 

Obtaining 

adequate funding 

11  22.9  20  41.6  17  35.4  48 

Planning 

preservation 

policies. 

11  22  21 42  18  36  50 

Improving 

storage facilities 

10  27.0  19  51.3  8  21.6  37 

Building 

expansion. 

7  30.4  11  47.8  5  21.7  23 

 

Table 10 provides the necessary techniques to improve the preservation of library materials. 50% 

of respondents are required to design primary care plans, 48% to get adequate funding and 45% 

of people who have increased the human resources. 

International Journal of Scientific Research and Review

Volume 8, Issue 1, 2019

ISSN NO: 2279-543X

Page No: 575



SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

 Most of librarians are men. 

 Cleaning and cleaning activities in college libraries are satisfaction.  

 All libraries have policies for safety and security. However, these policies do not address 

the disaster in the library, but are accepted by library staff and professionals.  

 Enormous use and take photocopying are prime reasons for the damages of library 

materials. 

 A decrease in the quality of paper products, such as theft and distortions increases the 

deterioration of the library's printed products. 

 The lack of adequate funding for library and unfair employees is a major obstacle to 

preservation of library materials. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The study of the preservation of library materials in academic institutions has led to the 

destruction of the library's printed material that is due to the overwhelming use of books, the 

careless handling of the items and the inadequate space of the library. It is recommended that 

increase the copies of print materials to helps avoid this. 

 

In order to avoid invasion of insects and pests, house cleaning and dust should be done regularly. 

All libraries should follow de-acidification practice regularly. A complete climate and 

environmental control assessment should be done to these libraries and Installation of air 

conditioners is essential. Removal of damaged printed materials from the shelf for the rebinding. 

The college libraries should consider various possible techniques and practices to prevent the 

decay and harmful factors of their printed materials. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The preservation of knowledge is of most importance in recent times and has made many 

attempts around the world to achieve it. The library's reading materials are to be covered by 

preservation and conservation technique considering the knowledge dissemination. The 

preservation of printed materials in the library is not very successful in a big perspective because 

of the various problems involved. The library staff members need more knowledge of the about 

the preservation and conservation technique. The libraries provide to information is engaged in 

agriculture, environmental, architecture, culture and tradition. The information is linked to daily 

life human beings. In order to achieve full development, this knowledge should be preserved. All 

information stored in the library for historical use must be preserved to ensure that their lives are 

extended. 
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